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A Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations. By Lewis A. 
Stimson, B.A., M.D., LL.D., Professor of Surgery in Cor¬ 
nell University Medical College, New York; Surgeon to 
the New York and Hudson Street Hospital, etc. New 
(4th) edition, thoroughly revised. Octavo, 844 pages. Lea 
Brothers &' Co., Publishers, Philadelphia and Yew York, 
1905 - 

In the fourth edition of Dr. Stimson’s work, which follows 
the preceding edition after five years, the chief changes have 
been made in the following directions: In the study of the forms 
of fracture in the vicinity of joints by means of the Rontgcn 
rays; in the more frequent resort to open operation in fractures; 
in the more extensive application of the Rontgcn rays to diag¬ 
nosis, thereby enabling more systematic classification and descrip¬ 
tion, especially in the fractures and dislocations of the carpal 
bones; in the largely rewritten section on fractures of the lower 
end of the humerus in the young; in the reduction of old dislo¬ 
cations by open measures; and in many new illustrations added 
or substituted for the old. 

The work of Dr. Stimson has long been highly esteemed. 
There is a terseness of expression and a practical way of putting 
the storehouse of accumulated information which it contains that 
arc very readable and very instructive. The arrangement of the 
matter has been carried out upon an anatomical basis—and this 
systematic method of presenting the facts has made the imparted 
knowledge easier of understanding and retention. The bringing 
to bear of the Rontgcn rays upon questions of diagnosis, and 
upon the corroboration of the opposition of broken bone-ends 
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and dislocated joint-ends accomplished by manual methods, has 
been well carried out. The matter of treatment by the various 
forms of splinting and postural methods is excellent and is gen¬ 
erally well illustrated. The pathology and mechanism of frac¬ 
tures and dislocations are explained and pictured plainly. 

The one direction in which the present writer would say 
there is need of dealing with in greater detail, is upon the appli¬ 
cation of the open method of treatment to those cases of fracture 
and dislocation where the ordinary methods prove inefficient. 
As already mentioned, greater attention than heretofore is given 
to this important subject,—and more to Dislocations than to 
Fractures,—but not as much attention, in detail, it would seem, 
as the subject deserves. This is the newest line of the applica¬ 
tion of surgical science to this category of traumatisms; and it 
would appear that enough trustworthy and creditable work has 
been done along these lines to make possible the working-out of 
more specific and definite technical details applicable to the more 
common fractures and dislocations, elaborating a distinct opera¬ 
tive procedure to expose the ends of the broken or dislocated 
bones, in connection with the safe avoidance of important struc¬ 
tures on the way to the site of trauma, together with the manner 
of dealing with the special conditions found. The time will 
undoubtedly come when definite operations for classically- 
recognized fractures and dislocations will be described and illus¬ 
trated. Many men, especially those who operate less frequently, 
would operate more frequently if the technic of operation were 
more clearly laid down in individual and specific fractures and 
dislocations rather than generalized, and that often briefly and 
without detail, at the end of chapters or subjects. 

A new and useful method of utilizing the corroborating 
power of the Rontgcn rays in the putting into apposition of 
broken or dislocated bone-ends, not noticed by the writer in the 
review of the work, is the following: The patient lies upon a 
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wooden table of medium hcigth, the Crookes-tube is placed be¬ 
neath the table, and the surgeon, wearing “ fluoroscopic spec¬ 
tacles ” (a special form of fluoroscopc strapped to the head), with 
hands thus freed, bends over the involved lesion, making and 
retaining the adjustment of the bones during the application of 
a retentive appliance, every step of which application he is thus 
able to watch, as to its bearing upon the disrupted bone-ends. 

Warren S. Bickiiam. 

Findley’s Gynecological Diagnosis. A Treatise on the Diag¬ 
nosis of Diseases of Women. For Students and Practition¬ 
ers. By Palmer Findley, B.S., M.D., Assistant Professor 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Rush Medical College. 
Octavo, 588 pages. Lea Brothers & Co., Philadelphia and 
New York, 1905. 

All who are interested in gynecology realize the need 
of suitable works on this important subject. There should be, 
first, comprehensive treatises on the pathology of the subject; 
secondly, on the diagnosis of gynecological conditions; and, 
finally, on the treatment of these conditions, both operative and 
otherwise. While all three phases of this subject can be, and 
usually arc, treated in one volume, it would seem best to have 
one or more authoritative treatises on each of its important 
phases. The need of such treatises in gynecological pathology 
are most urgent, for these should be the foundation of both the 
diagnosis of gynecological conditions and also their treatment. 
The lack of this foundation is most apparent to anyone reviewing 
the many gynecological text-books. It has caused not only an 
absence of uniformity among the different writers but has also, 
at times, led to the artificial and erroneous classification of dis¬ 
eased conditions and their treatment; as, for example, let any 
one compare the subject of endometritis as discussed in any six 
of our modern text-books and note the lack of uniformity in the 
classification and pathology of this condition. 



